Immunomodulatory treatment with low-dose interferon-alpha and oral retinoic acid in lymphangioma-like Kaposi's sarcoma.
The presence of lymphangiectasis without the characteristic spindle cell proliferation may lead to diagnostic difficulties in Kaposi's sarcoma. Although the literary data mention that the lymphangioma-like tumors may occur in Kaposi's sarcoma, there have been few specific reports and case presentations published. A case of lymphangioma-like Kaposi's sarcoma in association with IgG/lambda type paraproteinaemia is reported in a 60-year-old man. The HSV8 DNA sequence could be detected by PCR analysis from lesional skin. The beneficial effect of alpha-2 interferon (4.5 million units per week) combined with retinoic treatment (0.5 mg/body weight of isotretinoin) caused the regression of the skin rashes while improving the values of immunological tests (T cell function, quantity of paraproteins). The patient's improved general condition and the ameliorating immunological parameters were due to the combination of two regimens applied in a low-dose the alpha-2 interferon (tumor regression) and the oral isotretinoid (antitumor activity, reduction of IL-6 receptor display) treatment.